The Benefits of Rain Barrels

By Jean Pillo

Materials like cement, asphalt, roofing, and compacted soil prevent rainwater from percolating into the ground.  The amount of impervious surface grows with increasing urbanization.  A Rain Barrel is an ancient but simple technique that homeowners can use to intercept the rain from their roof and collect it for use during sunny weather.  

Benefits of Rain Barrels include:

· Conservation of tap water

· Saving energy that would be spent purifying and transporting drinking-quality water just to pour on ornamental plants

· Reducing your water bill

· Helping to sustain adequate stream flow during dry spells through infiltration and recharge.
· Providing an emergency backup supply of water for toilet flushing in the event of a long term power interruptions, especially important for well supplied homes.
Did you know that just ¼ inch of rain on an average roof can fill a rain barrel?  A good formula to remember: 1 inch of rain on a 1000 sq ft roof yields 623 gallons of water. Two or more rain barrels can be connected if desired.  

While water collected in a rain barrel is not suitable for drinking purposes, and shouldn’t be used on plants that will be eaten, rain water is naturally soft and great for ornamental plants.  During winter months, rain barrels should be disconnected and stored.

The Thames River Basin Partnership is pleased to announce that it is offering eastern Connecticut residents the opportunity to purchase a rain barrel at the discounted price of $75.  TRBP has teamed up with The New England Rain Barrel Company to help residents conserve water and reduce pollution from stormwater runoff.  A donation of $7 will be made to the Thames River Basin Partnership for each rain barrel sold to support their educational programs.  To order a rain barrel, call 877-977-3135 or order online at  http://www.nerainbarrel.com before June 4, then pick up your rain barrel at the Lisbon Community Center on Sunday, June 6 between 2- 5 PM.  
